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The Ufe and Importance of the Praétice of Puvsic, together with the Difficulty 
of the Science, and the difmal Havock made by Quacks and Pretenders. 


Honsur a Phyfician with the Honour due unto him, for the Uses which you may have of him; 
for the Lord hath created him. 
He that finneth before his Maker, let him fall into the Hand of the Phyfician. 
King SoLomon. 


is fkilful, induftrious and honett, he is of unfpeakable Benefit to Mankind: 

But if Incapacity, Idlenefs and Roguery are his Characteriftics, he is a Curfe 
to the Community, and more to be dreaded, than the Arrow that fiieth by Night, or the 
Pefilence that walketh at Noon-Day. A good Phyfician, from the Nature of his Profeffion, 
has, above all others, the beft Oppertunities for being extenfively ufeful. The Patient 
confiders him as his Friend, his Father, and his Neighbour ; and were it not for the 
Light of Religion, could Tearce refrain from adoring him as a Deity. He appears, in 
fhort, in the moft amiable and endearing Light. "Tis his Office to relieve the Sick, 
afluage our Pain, and diftribute Health, Felicity and Joy: He even combats for us the 
greateft of all Evils, and, for a While, retards the mortal Attacks of the King of Terrors. 
This is his proper Duty; but he may at the fame Time be inftead of a Prieft, fupport 
our Patience, banifh our Fears, or improve them to our beft Interefts, by raifing our 
Hopes, exercifing all our Vertues, and, to fpeak in the Language of a certain eminent 
Phyfician, ** if he cannot give a new Leafe for our Lives, and Death muft come, he can 
* foften us into a Compliance with, and Refignation to, the Will of our common Creator ; 
‘and thereby reconcile us to the folitary Manfions of the Grave, and prepare us for a 
* State of Exemption from Sicknefs and Pain, and the Enjoyment of endlefs and 
* unfpeakable Happinefs.” Methinks there is not a more beautiful Parable in the infpired 
Writings, than that wherein our Saviour reprefents a Neizhbour under the Charaéter of 
the good Samiaritan, who performed the Function of a Phyfician, upon the unhappy 
Traveller, who had been wounded by Robbers.* 


N THE 


N O Man is of greater Service or Detriment to Society, than a Phyfician. If he 





* lt is very remarkable, that in this excellent Parable, our Saviour could not more livelily deferibe the 
Inbumanity of che Perfons who abandoned the wounded Traveller, wallowing in bis Blood, than by 
representing them under the Chara&er of Pricfts, (as if the Clergy afforded the moft exprefive 
Emblem: of Barbarity) nor depicture the Commileration and Succour we owe our Neighbour, in 
brighter Colours, than by afcribing the friendly Office to a Lajman. See the whole 1oth Chap, of 
St. Luxg’s Gofpel, which contains a moft infiruflive Leffen, not lite to be handled in the Pulpit 
with the R-fle@ions it naturally aferds, 
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Tue Reader may, perhaps, be ready to think, that a Character adorned with fuch z 
Conftellation of Vertues, is beyond the Reach of human Nature : But there have been 
Inftances, in which all thefe Endowments have been fully exemplified. They are indeed 
but rare, and fuch a Phyfician is a kind of Phenix, rara Avis in Terris: So much, 







































however, of the preceeding Character, as relates to Morals, is in the Power of every 
Man to obtain : But to arrive at an-equal Knowledge in Phyfic, requires an uncommon 
and elevated Genius. It is impoffible from the Conftitution of ‘Ivhings to be otherwife. 
Let us confider the Nature of the Science ; the Pre-Requifites to the Study of it; the 
Difficulties attending its Practice ; and the Affertion will appear fufficiently elucidated. 


Or all Profeffions, none is fo extenfive as Phyfic. There are {carce any of the liberal 
Arts or Sciences, that are not neceflarily to be ftudied, by him whe would attain to any 
confiderable Pitch of Eminency init. Latin and Greek, among the learned Languages, he 
mutt be intimately acquainted with ; as the ancient Phyficians, whofe Writings are to this 
Day held in Efteem, were either Greeks or Romans. Befides, many of the Moderns, now 
in higheft Reputation, have wrote only inthe Latin Tongue. Nor would it be an ufeleg 
Acquifition, if, for the fame Reafon, he was furnifhed with the Knowledge of moft of 
the living Languages of Europe. 


NAtuRAL Philofophy, called in the Schools Phy/ics, is a Sciefice, without which the 
Candidate for this Profeffion will never be eminent. It teaches us the Qualities and 
Affeéctions of Matter; whereby we acquire the Knowledge of their different and manifold 
Influences. The Human Body, is of it felf, a World of Wonders; a Subject of endless 
Curiofities. Its Conftitution and Mechanifm, muft be the grand Subjeé of his Attention 
and Study. He muft know all its Diverfities, Qualities, Motions, Parts, their particular 
Relations, and thofe which every Part fingly, and the Whole, ftand in to all the Bodies §, 
that furround it. To that End the Qualities of Air, Fire, Water and Earth, in all 
their Quantities and Modifications, nuit be fagacioufly inveftigated. The Hiftory of 
Difeafes, and their Symptoms, fingly and complexly confidered, muft be the Subje@ 
of his Thought and Study. The Virtues of the Animal, Vegetable and Mineral 
Kingdoms, are to be explored, and then applied to the Difeafe of the Patient. For 
this Pyrpofe they are often to be compounded, and the Momenta of their refpective 
Powers, weighed, added and fubftracted, not only by a Ballance, but the nice and cool 

_ Judgments of a thoughtful Mind; a Miftake here, inftantly iffuing in the Death of the 
Patient. The Inveftigation of Medicines, is called the Materia Medica ; and that of 
itfelf opens a moft extenfive Field of Knowledge, thro’ which the Student muft make 
an ample Range. Nature muft be pried into in her darkeft Cells, her moft fecret and 

ait hidden Receffes ; to which End, Chymiftry muft lend her Aid, and imploy all her 

. j ; torturing Arts. Further, fo much of Metaphytics as teaches the Nature of the Soul, in 

its various Operations upon the human G&conomy, muft pals under Confideration, fince 

;many,-are the Difeates on which the Paffions have a critical Influence. How jut 

therefore, that Latin Adage, 
Ubi definit Philofephus ibi incipit Medicus. 

In Logic and the Mathematics, if the Phyfician would think clearly and write 
methodically, it will be neceflary to make.fome confiderable Progrefs ; and feveral other 
Branches of Knowledge that might be mentioned, will well deferve his Study, as preparatory 
to his particular Profeflion. How vaftthen, and extenfive the Science ! There is fcarcea 
Power of the Body, or a fingle Faculty of the Soul, that muft not be entirely engaged 
in a Preparation for a fuccefsful Practice, and be continually exercifed in it. How 
tenacious muft be the Memory to retain! how quick the Sagacity to difcover ! how cleat 
the Judgment to diftinguifh, and how ftrong the Powers to reafon, where the Objects 


of the Underftanding are fo manifold and diverfified ; and the Matter about which it is 
converfant, 
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cha converfant, fo important, and yet precarious to Mankind! How numerous then the 
been Pre-requifites, to be attended to by him, who would qualify himfelf for fo boundlefs a 
deed Field of Thought, fo extentive a Sphere of Action? 
_ First, 4 Genius adapted tothe Profeffion. There is fcarce a Calling in Life, but what 
inn requires a particular diftinguifhed Caft of Mind, in him who would excel init. There 
wife. is no Truth more certain than this; and if we have recourfe to Hiftory, or make even 
the the moft fuperficial Obfervation upon Mankind, we fhall find it verified beyond 
i. Contradiction. The Difficulty lies only in determining, for what a Youth is 
more efpecially capacitated. And that indeed is a Tatk of which but very few 
beral are capable. The Fault lies here. The Father or Guardian, puts the Child or 
bee: Pupil, upon an Employment, without confulting his Genius. And if they happen not 
s, he to coincide, in vain are his Attempts. He fights againft the invincible Law of his 
> this Nature, and muft finally be difappointed. This has been the Fountain from whence 
now the Ruin of Thoufands hath been derived. It is a Rock upon which many have been 
ielefs Ship-wrecked. Infamy and Poverty are the eternal Confequences of a Genius mifapplied, 
oft of unlefs the Force of Nature, as it fometimes happegs, carries off the Perfon from the 
Employment he firft entered into, to another adapted to his Turn and Capacity. It 
Y may not be improper, among a Thoufand that offer, to affign a few Inftances of this. 
* al SirBARTHOLoMEW SuioweER in England, and Boorwave in Holland, were defigned by 
sifold their Fathers for the Pulpit: And tho’ the Powers of their Minds were naturally ftrong, 
idlef there was as little Profpect that either of them would fucceed in Divinity, as if they 
we: had been naturally incapable of any Thing at all. Naturam expellas furca licet ufqus 
a recurret, faid an Author, who in the Knowledge of Mankind, was inferior to none. Sir 
ia BarTHOLOMEW SHower ftruck into the Study and Praétice of the Law, and there 
ai ) gave Play to thofe Abilities, which otherwife would have been loft to himfelf and the 
‘ World. The fame may be faid of BoorHAAvg, who entered upon the Profeffion of 
y of Phyfic. The firit was {carce inferior to any Lawyer of his Day : The other, in the 
mare Healing-Art, furpaffed all that preceeded him, and, by his moft valuable Writings, made 
ineral larger Acceffions to that Science, than any Maa : While both amaffed to themfelves 
For very confiderable Fortunes, and acquired a Reputation, 
ective Quod nec imber edax, aut aquile impotens 
i cool # Poffit diruere, aut innumerabilis 
of the Annorum feries & fuga temporum. Hor. 
at of 'Twou tp fupplant the Defign of this Paper, fhould I proceed to expatiate on every 
make Thing, preparatory to the Attainment of a confiderable Skill in Phyfic : Let it fuffice to 
t and mention, that much Study and great Induftry are abfolutely neceilary. The Candidate 
1 her " mutt, befides, have the Advantages of Obfervation and Inftruétion, in a great Variety 
ul, in of Cafes, and a tolerable Fortune, to bear up the Expences that will neceflarily 
fince accrue, before he is able to practife with Safety ; for till then he cannot honeftly earn a 
y jut fingle Farthing in his Profeflion. And where all thefe Things have been wanting in any 
confiderable Degree, we may fafely pronounce him a Quack and Pretender; a Wreteh 
of all others, the moft defpicable in himfelf; and the moft mifChievous to Mankind. 
write I perieve there is no City in the World, not larger than ours, that abounds with fo 
other many Doétors: We can, at leaft, boaft the Honour of above Forty Gentlemen of the 
ratory Faculty ; and if the Principles before laid down, are true, we may argue @ Priori, that 
arce a far the greateft Part of them are meer Pretenders to a Profeffion, of which they are entirely 
gaged ignorant. Nor do we want the more convincing Proofs of their known Incapacity, in 
How the daily Examples of their iniquitous Praétices: The very Advertifements they 
"Cheat publith of themfelves, prove them to be ignorant of the very Names of their Drugs ; 
bjects ignorant as Boys of the loweft Clafs ina Reading-School, of even the little Art of 
h po Spelling. Befides, one needs no other Proof of their being low-liv’d atts - then 
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their infeafible Promiies, and the boafiing Air, in which they are expretled. How few 
of the Profefion, can even fupport a Converfation upon the molt common Subjects 
in Phyfic, without betraying their natural Stupidity and Ignorance |! And yet fo itrangely 
abfurd is our Conduct, that the meaneft Quack among them, infinuates himfelf into a 
Subfiftence: But, good God! what Carnage, what Deftruction, mutt they perpetually 
occafion! How many of the Lives of the good People of this City, mu:t annually fall a 
Sacrifice to thofe Pefts of Society, thofe mercileis Butchers of Human Kind! While 
we are tenacious of our Property, and juitly glory in Laws wilely calculated for the 
Prefervation of our Pofleffions, how prepofterous is our Conduct, in truiting our Perfons 
to. murderous Quacks, and licens’d Aflaffins ! _By the Law of the Land, a Perfon is 
guilty of Marder, for killing a Man, by throwing a Stone from a Houte into the Street, 
where People ufually pafs, tho’ there be no Evidence of Malice prepenfe: And fhail an 
illiterate Mountebank, who deals about the Inftruments of Deitruction, efcape with 
Impunity, when ‘tis as demonitrable, that he has often deprived his Patients of Life, 
as if he had ftabb’d them to the Heart? 


Tue Reader will pardon my Warmth, as the Blood of my Countrymen calls for 
Vengeance upon the Wretches that lavith it like Water, and afterwards fall upon the 
bereaved Widow and Orphan, with an extortionate Bill of Fees, to deprive them of the 
only Solace they have left them. 


Ir is high Time the Arm of the Magiftrate fhould interpofe for Relief. The Lives 
of the People is the moft valuable Branch of their Property, and furely the higheft Object 
of the legiflative Attention. In moft of the well-regulated Cities in Europe, the 
Practifers of Phyfic are under the Regulation of the Law: That Prefeffion, above 
all others, ought to be under its Direction, as it is more dangerous to Mankind than 
any. Thoufands may ‘be poifon’d, and the Doctor pafs unpunifh’d: and yet there 
is none but that, which does not give fome Security to the Public, for the Management 
of it, confiftent with the Common-Weal. The Divine binds himfelf in the Prefence of 
GOD, and is expofed to the Animadverfions of the whole World: Every One of his 
Hearers is a perpetual Spy upon his Principles and Conduct: The fame is the Cafe of 
the Gentlemen of the Lexy Rede, who, befides being regulated by the Law, are under the 
Obligation of an Oath, to demean themfelves uprightly in their Practice : But upon the 
Phyfician, there is no Check. If he heals, he has all the Hionour due to him, and often 
receives it, where Nature would have performed the Cure without, and perhaps much 
fooner than by his Aid: If thro’ Ignorance or Wickednefs, the Patient dies under his 
Hands ; he has even then Nothing to Fear: His Faults are often buried in the fame Grave 
with the Deceafed : They rife not in Judgment againft him; and his Death is folely 
afetibed’to Nawute and Providence. ‘T’would exceed the Bounds of my Paper, fhould I 
urge the Expediency of a Law, to ‘regulate the Practice of Phyfic any farther at 
iptefent.. The Matter appears to me of the laft Importance; and unlefs our Corporation 
think jit proper, °° take to themfelves the Honour of giving a Redrefs; the Public 
may be affured, that before the next Seffions of Aflembly, the Heads of an Act for that 
Purpofe thall be propofed in this Paper; and I doubt not, the Complaints of a diftreffed 
People, againft Quacks and Mountebanks, Extortion and Oppreffion, will find proper 
Relief from; the. Legiflature, as they fhall always command the Affiftance of their 
shearful Adyocate the Independent Reflector. A. 
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